
  
 

 

Multidiscip. Rev. (2025) 8:e2025147  
 

Received: September 28, 2024 | Accepted: November 18, 2024  

 

MINI REVIEW 
Published Online: December 2, 2024 

https://doi.org/10.31893/multirev.2025147 
 

      
 

Tele-surgery and remote procedures: The future 
of global surgical care 
 

 

 

Devesh Nagpurea   | Sheetal Asutkara 
 

 

  
aMahatma Gandhi Ayurvedic College Hospital & Research Center, DMIHER, Sawangi Meghe, Wardha, Maharashtra, India.   

 

 
1. Introduction 
 

Worldwide, the need for surgical services is increasing, yet access to high-quality surgery remains unequally distributed, 
especially in resource-limited areas (Smith & Dang, 2016). This inequality has spurred the advancement of tele-surgery and 
remote surgical techniques as potential answers to providing healthcare in underserved communities (Petlenko & Bazylev, 
2020). These innovations enable real-time, distant interaction between surgeons and patients, as well as the execution of 
intricate procedures without the surgeon's physical presence (Moustris et al., 2011). Tele-surgery utilizes robotic systems, high-
resolution imaging, and sophisticated telecommunications to convey data over vast distances (Lanfranco et al., 2014). 

Tele-surgery's origins can be traced back to the early 2000s, with the pioneering "Lindbergh Operation" marking the 
first successful remote surgery (Marescaux et al., 2002). Since then, notable progress in robotics, internet speeds, and AI-
powered platforms has improved tele-surgery's accuracy, effectiveness, and safety (Cavallo & Formisano, 2020). Robotic 
surgical systems like the da Vinci Surgical System have further enhanced minimally invasive procedures, allowing surgeons to 
conduct complex operations with smaller incisions, shorter patient recovery periods, and reduced post-operative 
complications (Okamura et al., 2015). Tele-surgery offers a distinctive opportunity to tackle some of the world's most critical 
healthcare issues, including the shortage of skilled surgical professionals, particularly in remote or conflict-affected regions 
(Feilzer & Triantafyllidis, 2021). 

Moreover, tele-surgery provides significant educational benefits. Surgical trainees worldwide can observe live 
procedures without being physically present in an operating room (Hameed & Kelly, 2019). Virtual reality (VR) and augmented 
reality (AR) have begun to contribute to tele-surgery advancements, offering immersive, real-time visualizations and data to 
support surgeons during procedures (Byrne et al., 2018). Despite these improvements, tele-surgery remains in its early stages, 
with considerable obstacles to widespread implementation (Shehata et al., 2021). Challenges such as latency, cybersecurity 
risks, and the requirement for robust infrastructure in low-income areas currently restrict the technology's applications (Yu & 
Sarker, 2021). 

The ethical and legal ramifications of tele-surgery are also crucial areas for consideration (Bogen & Crandall, 2019). 
Issues concerning liability in cases of surgical errors, patient consent, and data privacy must be addressed to ensure tele-
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surgery's global adoption (Yu & Sarker, 2021). Additionally, the expense of tele-surgery equipment and maintenance presents 
another significant hurdle, especially for hospitals in developing nations (Smith & Dang, 2016). 

This review seeks to examine the current status of tele-surgery and remote procedures, their technological foundations, 
and their potential to transform global surgical care. 
 

2. Materials and Methods 
 

This article presents a comprehensive analysis of current literature on remote surgical procedures and tele-surgery, 
drawing from peer-reviewed journals, scholarly books, and authoritative reports. The researchers employed a methodical 
approach to identify crucial studies focusing on technological progress, healthcare inequalities, and clinical results associated 
with remote surgery (Feilzer & Triantafyllidis, 2021; Shehata et al., 2021). Data was collected from prominent databases 
including PubMed, ScienceDirect, and IEEE Xplore (Moustris et al., 2011). Search terms such as "robotic surgery," "remote 
surgical care," and "telemedicine in surgery" were utilized to gather relevant information (Lanfranco et al., 2014). The study 
did not involve any clinical trials, instead concentrating on theoretical and qualitative examinations of existing technologies 
(Atallah et al., 2015). 
 

3. Discussion 
 

3.1. Impact of remote surgery on global healthcare accessibility 
 

Remote surgical procedures have the capacity to fundamentally alter the landscape of surgical care delivery, tackling 
significant global inequalities in healthcare accessibility (Smith & Dang, 2016). The most immediate advantage of remote 
surgery is its ability to provide high-quality surgical interventions in areas lacking skilled surgeons (Petlenko & Bazylev, 2020). 
This is especially crucial in economically disadvantaged and conflict-ridden regions, where traditional healthcare systems may 
be underfunded or insufficient (Feilzer & Triantafyllidis, 2021). Remote surgery can also play a vital role during global health 
emergencies, such as pandemics, when travel restrictions prevent surgeons from reaching affected areas (Hameed & Kelly, 
2019). 

 

3.2. Technological advancements in tele-surgery 
 

A key technological breakthrough in remote surgery is the creation of robotic-assisted surgical systems (Lanfranco et al., 
2014). These robotic platforms enable surgeons to conduct precise, minimally invasive procedures from distant locations (Desai 
et al., 2018). For instance, the da Vinci Surgical System has been widely implemented in hospitals for various procedures. Its 
high-resolution, 3D imaging and precise instrument control allow surgeons to perform tasks with greater accuracy than 
conventional methods (Okamura et al., 2015). By minimizing incision size and reducing tissue trauma, robotic surgery shortens 
recovery periods and decreases post-operative complications for patients (Atallah et al., 2015). 
 

3.3. Educational benefits and knowledge sharing 
 

Remote surgery also offers significant potential for worldwide surgical education (Bogen & Crandall, 2019). As healthcare 
professionals in remote areas can observe and engage in surgeries from across the globe, there is an unparalleled opportunity 
for knowledge exchange and skill development (Hameed & Kelly, 2019). Surgeons in developing nations can collaborate with 
internationally renowned experts, enhancing the quality of care they can deliver locally (Feilzer & Triantafyllidis, 2021). 
Augmented and virtual reality technologies are emerging as valuable tools in surgical training, providing immersive simulations 
that mimic real-world operations (Byrne et al., 2018). 

 

3.4. Challenges in technological implementation 
 

The widespread adoption of tele-surgery in global healthcare systems faces numerous obstacles that need to be 
overcome (Moustris et al., 2011). One major concern is the dependability of the technology, as tele-surgery relies on 
instantaneous data transfer between remote locations. Even minor delays can lead to catastrophic outcomes during surgical 
procedures (Okamura et al., 2015). Although advancements in internet speed and 5G technology are reducing these delays, 
the required infrastructure is not universally accessible, particularly in rural and economically disadvantaged areas (Cavallo & 
Formisano, 2020). This technological disparity threatens to exacerbate the existing healthcare access gap between affluent and 
impoverished regions (Smith & Dang, 2016). 
 

3.5. Ethical and legal considerations 
 

Beyond technological challenges, tele-surgery also raises ethical and legal questions (Yu & Sarker, 2021). For example, 
determining liability in cases of tele-surgical failures due to technical malfunctions or communication errors remains ambiguous 
in most legal frameworks (Yu & Sarker, 2021). Moreover, obtaining patient consent for tele-surgery necessitates disclosure of 
risks associated with remote procedures, including potential technical failures (Bogen & Crandall, 2019). Data security is 
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another crucial concern, as transmitting confidential medical information over the internet exposes patients to cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities (Petlenko & Bazylev, 2020). 
 

3.6. Economic barriers to adoption 
 

The financial burden of implementing tele-surgery presents another significant hurdle, especially for healthcare facilities 
in resource-limited settings (Smith & Dang, 2016). The costs associated with acquiring and maintaining sophisticated robotic 
systems and ensuring reliable internet connectivity may be prohibitively expensive for many institutions (Marescaux et al., 
2002). Efforts to reduce expenses through technological innovations and collaborations between public and private sectors will 
be essential in making tele-surgery more widely accessible (Desai et al., 2018). 
 

3.7. Future directions and innovations 
 

Despite these obstacles, the outlook for tele-surgery remains optimistic (Shehata et al., 2021). Progress in AI, machine 
learning, and telecommunications is expected to enhance the efficiency, reliability, and affordability of remote procedures over 
time (Cavallo & Formisano, 2020). AI could support surgeons by offering real-time data analysis and guidance during complex 
operations (Byrne et al., 2018). The integration of AI into tele-surgery could also help address the shortage of experienced 
surgeons in certain areas by providing decision support and predictive analytics based on extensive medical data (Feilzer & 
Triantafyllidis, 2021). 
 

4. Conclusion 
 

Tele-surgery represents a revolutionary advancement in global healthcare. Its potential to deliver high-quality surgical 
care to remote, underserved areas could significantly reduce worldwide healthcare disparities (Hameed & Kelly, 2019). 
However, technological, legal, and financial challenges must be resolved to ensure its widespread implementation (Moustris et 
al., 2011). As progress continues, tele-surgery has the capacity to transform the medical field, paving the way for a future where 
geographical boundaries no longer restrict access to healthcare. 
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